PART ix:  1782-3
to see, and candour enough to censure, the cold reserve too
common among Englishmen towards strangers: 'Sir, (said
he,) two men of any other nation who are shewn into a room
together, at a house where they are both visitors, will im-
mediately find some conversation. But two Englishmen will
probably go each to a different window, and remain in
obstinate silence. Sir, we as yet do not enough understand the
common rights of humanity/
Maurice Morgann, Esq. authour of the very ingenious
Essay on the character of Falstaff, had once an opportunity
of entertaining Johnson for a day or two at Wickham, and
by him I have been favoured with two anecdotes.
One is not a little to the credit of Johnson's candour. Mr
Morgann and he had a dispute pretty late at night, in which
Johnson would not give up, though he had the wrong side,
and in short, both kept the field. Next morning, when they
met in the breakf asting-room, Dr Johnson accosted Mr Mor-
gann thus : - 'Sir, I have been thinking on our dispute last
night - You were in the right.'
The other was as follows: - Johnson, for sport perhaps^
or from the spirit of contradiction, eagerly maintained that
Derrick had merit as a writer. Mr Morgann argued with him
directly, in vain. At length he had recourse to this device.
Tray, Sir, (said he,) whether do you reckon Derrick or Smart
the best poet?' Johnson at once felt himself rouzed; and
answered, 'Sir, there is no settling the point of precedency
between a louse and a flea.'
Once, when checking my boasting too frequently of myself
in company, he said to me, 'Boswell, you often vaunt so much
as to provoke ridicule. You put me in mind of a man who was
standing in the kitchen of an inn with his back to the fire, and
thus accosted the person next to him, "Do you know, Sir, who
I am ?" (<No, Sir, (said the other,) I have not that advantage.'*
"Sir, (said he,) I am the great TWALMLEY, who invented
the New Flood-gate Iron."'
His acute observation of human life made him remark,
'Sir, there is nothing by which a man exasperates most people
more, than by displaying a superiour ability or brilliancy ia
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